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One of the most interesting’ mis- 
sions we have in Italy is at San 
Marzano, a small town in Pied- 
mont situated on a lofty hill, a 
very picturesque place. The his- 
tory of our work here is a fair il- 
lustration of the conflicts and vie- 
tories of our work throughout Ital y. 

We visited San Marzano for the 
first time in the Fall of 1886, six 
months after our arrival in this 
country, invited there by a letter 
from those who were anxious to 
know the way of life. We met on 
that first visit two elderly people, 
a man and his wife, Carlo and Ma- 
rianna Giovine. We could then 
speak only a few words of Italian 
and they spoke little but their local 
dialect. Hence it was with diffi- 
culty that we understood each other. 
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We soon learned however that their 
one desire was to have a preacher 
come and explain to them more 
perfectly the word of God. We 
arranged that one of our ministers 
should visit the place once every 
two weeks and sig. Giovine set 
apart a room in his house as a 
little chapel. At that time nearly all 
the landed property of the place 
belonged to the owners of the old 
eastle overlooking the town. They 
were bigoted Romanists who per- 
secuted all those who dared to at- 
tend our meetings. But in spite of 
their cruel persecutions one after 
another in the town found the Sa- 
viour and the two became many. 
After awhile the ancient aristo- 
eratic family of the castle failed 
financially and their property pas- 
sed into the hands of Genoa ban- 
kers. These also became the agents 
of the priests and bitterly perse- 
cuted all who attended our servi- 
ces. Persons were placed near the 
door of our little chapel to note 
and report the names of those who 
entered. Still the work grew and 


» 
precious souls came to know the 
truth as it is in Jesus. Carlo Gio- 
vine wishing to make sure that 
we should have a place in which 
to meet in case of his death, made 
a nominal sale of his house to our 
Missionary Society. 

On March Ist, 1890 this good 
brother died leaving in his will, 
dated Feb. 19th, 1890, 1 400 dol 
lars as his subscription toward a 
new building for a Methodist 
Church and School in the town of 
San Marzano. His brothers and 
sisters, his legal heirs, refused to 
pay the bequest. We applied to 
the court, and on Dee. 22, 1894, got 
a sequester placed on thets proper- 
ties to guarantee the payment, and 
this was confirmed by the Court of 
Appeals on May 7th, 1895. At this 
point came in the influence of the 
priests. The Roman Catholics of 
the town were called together in 
their church and made to swear at 
the altar, in the presence of a No- 
tary Public, that they would do all 
in their power to exterminate Pro- 
testantism from their midst. The 
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Bishop of Acqui came and prea- 
ched against us Methodists. Near 
our property there stands today a 
tall wooden cross placed there by 
the monks as a memorial of their 
protest and efforts. Thank God 
it is also a memorial of our vic- 
tory. Pushed on by the priests 
the legal heirs of Bro. Giovine 
applied to the court for judgement 
on the merits of the case and on 
Dec. 7th, 1895, the court decided 
that the money was not left to 
William Burt personally, but to 
him only as representative of the 
Missionary Society which had no 
legal existence in Italy. This sen- 
tence was confirmed by the Court 
of Appeals on March 20th 1896. 
Then we applied and obtained on 
Sept. 30th, 1896, from the Council 
of State a Royal Decree which, 
recognizing the Missionary Society 
as a corporation regularly consti- 
tuted according to the laws of the 
State of New York, authorized 
said society to receive the legacy 
in question. With this Decree and 
numerous other documents we ap- 
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peared again in court, this time 
in the name of the Missionary So- 
ciety. But the current of influ- 
ence against us, created by Bi- 
shops and priests, was so strong 
that the court not only freed the 
legal heirs from all responsibility 
for the payment of the 1,400 dol- 
lars, but condemned us perso- 
nally to pay all expenses. The 
case came up again before the 
court of appeals on Feb. 17th, 1899, 
which court not only confirmed 
this sentence but also went out of 
its way, to state that our Society 
had no legal right to receive le- 
gacies, hold property, or even to 
exist in Italy. 

It was now a fight for life and 
we were not to be frightened or 
beaten. We yet had two autho- 
rities to which we could appeal, 
the Court of Cassation and the Go- 
vernment. We prepared carefully 
for the final struggle. First we 
obtained through our Ambassador, 
a written statement from the Go- 
vernment as to what a foreign cor- 
poration must do in order to hold 
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property in Italy. We had fully 
complied with all the requirements 
of the law. We kept the autho- 
rities at Washington informed of 
what we were doing. Then we 
had an interview with the Minister 
of Grace and Justice, (Attorney 
General) and stated the whole case 
clearly to him. He saw at once 
that if the Court of Cassation should 
confirm the infamous sentence of the 
lower courts the result would be a 
conflict between the judiciary and 
the Government and probably a 
very troublesome diplomatic que- 
stion with Washington. Hence he 
earefully looked after the case. 
Meanwhile we had secured the 
services of two of the most eminent 
lawyers in Italy, one of whom is 
now the distinguished Prime Mi- 
nister. 

Fully prepared we came up to 
the Court of Cassation where the 
ease was heard Jan. 5th, 1900, 
The Court annuled all the previous 
sentences against us and sent the 
case back to a new Court of appeals 
whieh on Oct. 10, 1900, ordered 
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the prompt payment of the money 
with interest, and confirmed the 
right of the Missionary Society to 
hold property, and receive legacies 
the same as any other legally con- 
stituted corporation in the country. 
If we had done nothing else in Italy 
we are glad to have fought this 
terrible battle through to the end 
and to have won the victory not 
only for San Marzano but for all 
our work in Italy and for all time. 
While we were fighting the le- 
gal battle our brethren at San Mar- 
zano were bravely carrying on the 
spiritual work. People were being 
saved and God was preparing for 
them better days. As early as 1895, 
they saw that they could no longer 
continue the work in the lttle room 
where they were, so after securing 
a suitable lot they began to erect 
a new building that would serve 
as Church, School and Parsonage. 
On Sept. 20th, 1897, anniversary 
of the fall of Papal Rome, we had 
the privilege of dedicating this new 
building to the worship and service 
of God. As we ascended the hill 
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leading to the town that beautiful 
September morning, we first ca- 
ught sight of the large Italian flag 
waving from above the tower, gift 
of the Epworth League of Rome 
to their brave fellow Epworthians 
of San Marzano. Then we heard 
the clear musical notes of the bell, 
the first and only Methodist bell 
in Italy, the gift of Mr. Thomas 
Me Pherson of Park Ave. Church, 
New York. Then we saw a long 
procession winding down the _ hill 
to meet us, headed by a band of 
music. Most of the young men in 
the band were members of our Ep- 
worth League. Behind the band 
there were 60 children of our Sun- 
day School each carrying a little 
Italian flag. Then came 70 stal- 
wart members and friends of our 
ehurch. It was a glorious triumphal 
procession. The day was one never 
to be forgotten. 

While this was going on, the 
Church growing and the building 
being erected, the bankers who 
held the landed property of the 
town failed and one of them was 
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sent to prison. The property then 
fell into the hands of Jews who 
divided it into small lots which 
were sold mostly to the people of 
the place. Our brethren who had 
been industrious and saving and 
had acquired eredit for honesty, 
bought in most of it, paying for 
what they could and giving their 
notes for the rest. In less than 
fifteen years the town has been 
completely changed. The property 
which belonged to the persecutors 
has passed into the hands of the 
persecuted. Our brethren are the 
leading men of the place, and the 
children of our schools earry off 


the prizes of the municipal exa- 
minations. 


To stop our progress one day the 
priests got up a special religious 
festival and invited the Roman Ca- 
tholics from the neighboring towns 
to come to San Marzano as a pro- 
test against the Protestants. Our 
young minister thought he would 
open our chureh on this occasion 
and he invited his neighbor minister 
to come and help him. Many of 
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the people from the surrounding 
districts had never before seen a 
Protestant Church, hence because 
of their curiosity they entered and 
from ten o’ clock in the morning 
until after six in the evening our 
two ministers had the privilege of 
preaching to hundreds who heard 
for the first time the Gospel’s joyful 
sound. Many went back to their 
homes to tell their friends what 
they had seen, heard, and felt. Now 
we are preaching the Gospel in se- 
veral of the surrounding places. 
Because of the long and expen- 
sive legal proceeding which resulted 
in victory to the whole cause, be- 
cause of unpaid notes which they 
were obliged to give in order to 
secure their properties and because 
of crop failures, there is yet a debt 
of about 6,000 dollars on the new 
building, which is a hinderance to 


the work. Weare certain that our 
friends will lend a helping hand 


to these heroic people who have 
braved so much for the cause of 
the Master. 

All gifts, even the smallest will 
be gratefully received. 
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Please write name, address, and 


unount on the opposite page, and 
send to 


Rev. Dr. A. B. LEONARD 
150 Fifth Ave. 
New York City. 


Or to 


Rev. Dr. WILLIAM BurRT 
38 Via Firenze 


Rome Italy. 


or give to the friend who may hand 
you this booklet. 


Printed by our Mission Press, 
38 Via Firenze, Rome, Italy. 
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